
																																																														 	
	
	

Watercrest Senior Living Group Announces  
 Manuel Navarro as Director of Culinary Operations 

 
VERO BEACH, FL, July 6, 2017 – Watercrest Senior Living Group principals Marc Vorkapich, CEO 
and Joan Williams, CFO are proud to announce the promotion of Manuel Navarro to Director of Culinary 
Operations for Watercrest Senior Living Group. 
 
Navarro joined Watercrest in 2015 as Director of Dining Services and Executive Chef of the premier 
Watercrest Lake Nona Assisted Living and Memory Care where he successfully led the dining services 
team through startup and expansive growth and earned widespread industry recognition winning two 
esteemed culinary competitions. 
 
As Director of Culinary Operations for Watercrest, Navarro brings 24 years of culinary experience as a 
talented and motivational leader and chef, exceeding standards of excellence in his creativity, mindfulness 
and wholehearted passion to deliver exceptional dining experiences. 

 
“It is a pleasure to welcome Manny to our executive team as Director of Culinary Operations, his 
dedication and talent have been invaluable to the growth of Watercrest,” says Marc Vorkapich, Principal 
and CEO of Watercrest Senior Living Group. “Manny’s well-deserved promotion not only celebrates his 
God-given talents and contributions, but also exemplifies Watercrest’s commitment to developing servant 
leaders.”  
 
Navarro began his career working in the kitchen with his father and went on to graduate with Honors 
from the InterAmerican University Culinary Program.  He studied at Disney’s Culinary Academy in 
Florida before furthering his career in the hospitality industry as Executive Chef and Food and Beverage 
Director before joining Watercrest. 
 
As Executive Chef of Watercrest Lake Nona, Navarro attracted industry attention winning the 2017 Nona 
Chamber Festival Burger Showdown and the 10th Annual Senior Living Options Chef Competition in 
Viera, Florida. 
 
 “Joining the Watercrest team gave me a renewed passion and purpose in my industry and I truly feel 
blessed by God to be part of the Watercrest culture where ‘To Welcome, To Care, To Serve’ is our 
mission and our guide,” says Manuel Navarro, Director of Culinary Operations for Watercrest Senior 
Living Group. 
 
Watercrest Senior Living Group specializes in the development and operations management of assisted 
living and memory care communities and the growth of servant leaders.  For more information, visit 
www.watercrestslg.com. 
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